[Accessory spleens after splenectomy in a patient with common variable immunodeficiency].
Blood cells are mainly destroyed in the spleen during autoimmune cytopenia. Amongst the various therapeutic strategies, splenectomy is sometimes necessary during the disease course. However, splenosis or accessory spleens can account for autoimmune cytopenia relapse after initial splenectomy in these patients. We report an 18-year-old male with common variable immunodeficiency who presented with immunological thrombocytopenia. Splenectomy allowed remission of cytopenia, but a relapse was attributed to splenosis, because Jolly bodies were absent on blood smear. Laparoscopic splenectomy of accessory spleens induced long term remission. A literature review is performed. Fifteen to 20% of relapses of autoimmune cytopenia treated by splenectomy are related to accessory spleens. Ablation of accessory spleens can cure again the patients, including patients with accompanying common variable immunodeficiency.